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(57) ABSTRACT

The invention relates to a method for operating a public
address system with a control center to which loudspeakers
are connected via a two-wire loop system that is routed via
isolator modules. A fault can be located on the loop system
if the control center measures the impedance of the loop
system successively from isolator module to isolator module
and the impedance of the entire loop system, inputs the
measured values as target values into an impedance table,
periodically measures the impedance of the entire loop
system during operation, compares said impedance with the
corresponding target value from the impedance table, gen-
erates a fault message upon determining a deviation, ascer-
tains the fault location by comparing the measured value
with the individual target values in the impedance table, and
displays said fault location.

13 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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METHOD FOR OPERATING A PUBLIC
ADDRESS SYSTEM

The invention relates to a method for operating a public
address system of the type specified in the preamble of claim
1.

Public address systems in public spaces frequently have
an interface to an alarm system or form an integral part of
the latter. At least when electroacoustic systems of this type
are also used for announcing warnings, they are subject to
great requirements placed on dependability. In particular, an
interruption or a short circuit in the ring line supplying the
loudspeakers must not result in failure of the entire system.

WO 2009/049949 Al discloses the practice of accom-
plishing this dependability by routing the ring line via
isolator modules, each of which comprises a switch or two
switches in series, a microcontroller controlling the
switch(es), an energy store that can be recharged from the
ring line, and voltage checking circuits for an AC supply
voltage delivered by the control center of the system. The
AC supply voltage is at a frequency outside the audible
range. These isolator modules allow the public address
system to be operated using the method as claimed in the
preamble of claim 1. To this end, the microcontroller peri-
odically checks whether the incoming and outgoing line
sections of the ring line are carrying the AC supply voltage.
In the event of a voltage dip, the microcontroller—which, in
that case, draws its operating voltage from the local energy
store—opens the switch(es) in one of the looped-through
wires of the ring line. If the voltage dip has been caused by
a short circuit, the short circuit is isolated thereby. Whereas
the control center feeds the audio signals and the AC supply
voltage only into the start of the ring line during normal
operation, the feed also needs to be provided from the end
of the ring line in the event of a short circuit, in order to
ensure that the two stubs that have arisen as a result of the
separation of the short circuit are supplied with power. The
means described in the above-identified document do not
readily allow this design of stubs, however, because, after a
short circuit, the switches on all of the isolator modules are
open and, hence, the inputs and outputs of the isolator
modules are at zero voltage and also do not communicate
with one another in another way.

Irrespective of the above, the problem in such public
address systems covering large areas with 60 or more
loudspeakers is to be able to localize the fault location, that
is to say, the interruption or the short circuit, on the ring line.

The invention is based on the object of providing a
method of the type in question indicated above, which
allows a fault as a result of interruption or short circuit on the
ring line to be both found and localized in the control center.
It is a further object to be able to easily start up the intact
portions of the ring line again after a short circuit.

The invention achieves this object in that, when the ring
line is started up, the control center measures the impedance
of said ring line in steps from the first to the last isolator
module and also the impedance of the whole ring line, enters
the measured values into an impedance table as setpoint
values, periodically measures the impedance of the whole
ring line during operation, compares said impedance with
the corresponding setpoint value from the impedance table,
produces a fault report if a discrepancy is found, and
ascertains and displays the fault location by comparing the
measured value with the individual setpoint values in the
impedance table.

Even installations that are already installed can have the
above-identified functionality added with little outlay.
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A fundamental prerequisite for the operation of the public
address system being maintained without interruption in the
event of an interruption in the ring line is that the control
center feeds the AC supply voltage into the ring line both
from the start and from the end of said ring line. At the same
time, this is a prerequisite for restoration of the operability
of the system following a short circuit, or, to be more
precise, the operability of the stub that has arisen after
separation of a short circuit, as a result, from the end of the
previous ring line up to the area in front of the short circuit
location.

A further improvement in the known method is that the
control center performs the step-by-step measurement of the
impedance of the ring line both from the start and from the
end of said ring line, enters the measured values into two
impedance tables, periodically measures the impedance of
the ring line, likewise, both from the start and from the end
of said ring line during operation, and, prior to producing a
fault report and displaying the fault location, compares the
measured actual values with the setpoint values in the two
impedance tables.

The resultant redundancy increases the reliability of a
fault report and, particularly, of the display of the correct
fault location.

In order to allow the control center to reliably distinguish,
particularly, even such isolator modules as have only short
line sections between them and, hence, to greatly narrow
down the fault location in the event of a fault, it is advan-
tageous if the control center calculates the impedance values
for the ring line at the frequency of the supply voltage by
means of Fourier analysis.

When the ring line is started up, the impedance thereof
can be measured in steps from the first to the last isolator
module most easily if the switches on all of the isolator
modules are first opened and then are sequentially closed in
order to connect the ring line.

Preferably, the opening and sequential closing of the
switches is performed both from the start to the end and from
the end to the start of the ring line.

A simple way of separating a short circuit from the ring
line is for, in the event of a short circuit, the switches on all
of the isolator modules to be opened, then, beginning at the
start and at the end of the ring line, sequentially closed again,
and for the switches on the isolator modules to be immedi-
ately opened again directly on both sides of the short circuit
location after closing.

Since, after a short circuit, the simultaneous reconstruc-
tion of the two stubs from the control center could result in
the isolator module that is adjacent to the short circuit
location in the stub that sets out from the start of the previous
ring line closing its switch situated toward the short circuit
location and, at the same time, any isolator module in the
other stub, likewise, closing its switch situated on the short
circuit location side and identifying this short circuit via the
randomly likewise closed switches of the further isolator
modules up to the short circuit location, said isolator module
would open its switch again and leave it open. As a result,
a substantial portion of this second stub could remain
unoperational.

Preferably, the last isolator module at the end of the ring
line, therefore, closes its switch(es) with a delay time that is
longer than the time for sequentially closing the switches
from the first to penultimate isolator modules.

So that the physical fault location can be found more
easily for repair purposes, each isolator module may be
equipped with an LED that the microprocessor switches on
when the microcontroller has identified that such an isolator
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module is situated closest to the short circuit location and is,
therefore, keeping the relevant switch permanently open.

The method according to the invention is explained below
by way of example with reference to a public address system
that is shown in highly simplified form in the drawings, in
which:

FIG. 1 shows the basic design of a public address system,

FIG. 2 shows a block diagram of an isolator module, and

FIG. 3 shows a flowchart for the program execution in the
microprocessor of the isolator module shown in FIG. 2.

As FIG. 1 shows, a control center contains inherently
known components, e.g. for a public address system, the
control center has a connection A for the start of a two-wire
ring line and a connection B for the end of the ring line. The
wires of the ring line are looped through isolator modules 1
to 7. In practice, such a ring line may comprise 60 or more
isolator modules. Loudspeakers—not shown here—are con-
nected to the wires of the ring line in the isolator modules
and/or to the line sections between the isolator modules.
Usually, such systems involve the audio signals being sup-
plied at up to 100 Vrms. In addition, the AC supply voltage
supplied is a sine signal at 22 kHz with an amplitude of
approximately 50V, for example. Between the control center
and the isolator modules and between the isolator modules
themselves, there is no separate communication link, unlike
in the case of alarm systems, e.g. fire alarm systems, which
are designed using ring bus technology and have, on the ring
bus, isolator modules that communicate digitally at least
with the control center and are controlled by the latter.

FIG. 2 shows a simplified block diagram of an isolator
module, drawn with one pole. The terminal 1 has the
incoming ring line connected to it, and the terminal 2 has the
outgoing ring line connected to it. Two switches S1 and S2
are in series in a wire of the ring line that is looped through
from terminal 1 to terminal 2. Between S1 and S2, there is
a terminal 3 for connecting a loudspeaker L[.1. Further
loudspeakers 1.2 and [.3 may be connected to the ring line
outside of the isolator module.

The switches S1 and S2 are, in this case, designed as
contacts on separate relays—which are not shown here—
both on account of the high audio voltages and on account
of the high audio currents. The relays and, hence, the
switches S1 and S2 are controlled by a microcontroller,
specifically on the basis of whether there is an adequate
voltage level at the input and/or at the output, or, to be more
precise, whether a prescribed voltage level is exceeded or
undershot. The separate voltage checking circuits, which are
required for this purpose, are known and are, therefore, not
shown.

The microcontroller receives its operating voltage from a
power supply unit, which, itself, draws power both from the
AC supply voltage that is applied to the input and from the
AC supply voltage that is applied to the output via a
respective rectifier during normal operation. However, the
power supply unit additionally comprises an energy store in
the form of a capacitor, which is, likewise, constantly
charged from the AC supply voltage and via the rectifiers
following voltage matching during normal operation. The
capacitance of said capacitor is proportioned such that the
isolator module can operate autonomously for a particular
time, e.g. one to two seconds, in the event of the loss of the
AC supply voltage (and the audio signals).

FIG. 3 shows a simplified flowchart that illustrates the
manner of operation of each of the isolator modules and,
particularly, the routines and subroutines of the microcon-
troller, some of which are looped.
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There now follows a description of the method for oper-
ating such a public address system.

When started up for the first time and after any alteration,
e.g. in the number of isolator modules and/or in the loud-
speakers, the ring line is calibrated. In the first step, the AC
supply voltage is connected to the ring line and is then
disconnected again. This ensures that all of the relays under
the control of the microcontroller (see FIG. 3), have opened
their switches S1 and S2 and, hence, a defined initial state is
produced, which does not exist at first when bistable relays
are used, for example.

In the next step, the control center applies the AC supply
voltage again, but only to the start of the ring line, i.e. to the
connection A. The microcontroller of the isolator module 1
identifies the presence of the supply voltage and, therefore,
closes its switches S1 and S2 (denoted by “Relay 1” and
“Relay 2” in FIG. 3). At the same time, the capacitor of its
power supply unit is charged. During this, the control center
measures the impedance of this first line section of the ring
line at the frequency of the AC supply voltage and enters the
measured value into a first field of an impedance table A as
a setpoint value.

When the switch S2 of the first isolator module is closed,
the second isolator module also receives the AC supply
voltage. The control center identifies, from the sudden
change of impedance that occurs when the switch S2 is
closed, that the ring line is connected as far as this second
isolator module. The control center repeats the impedance
measurement and enters the new value into a second field of
the impedance table A as a setpoint value for the impedance
as far as the second isolator.

This calibration operation and the creation of a complete
series of values in the impedance table A continues as far as
the last isolator module. The control center can then measure
the impedance of the whole ring line up to the end thereof
at connection B and can also store this setpoint value. This
measurement can also be performed at a later time.

In the next step, the control center disconnects the AC
supply voltage from its connection A. As a result, the
switches S1 and S2 of all of the isolator modules open again.

The control center then applies the AC supply voltage to
its connection B and, hence, to the end of the ring line and
repeats the calibration operation from the end to the start of
the ring line. The relevant values are entered into an imped-
ance table B by the control center.

In the last step, the control center applies the AC supply
voltage both to its connection A and to its connection B. If
it has not already done so, the control center measures the
total impedance of the closed ring and stores the measured
value as a setpoint value.

During operation, the control center periodically, e.g.
every 5 to 10 seconds, measures the impedance of the ring
line to which the AC supply voltage and, possibly, audio
signals are fed from both ends, both from the connection A
and from the connection B, and compares the measured
values or actual values with the corresponding setpoint
values in the impedance table A or the impedance table B.

In the event of an interruption in the ring line, the control
center identifies this interruption from the fact that the
measured values or actual values of the impedance differ
from the corresponding setpoint values, and, therefore, gen-
erates a fault report. Furthermore, the control center com-
pares the present measured values with the setpoint values
that have been entered into the individual fields of the
impedance tables A and B and uses the result to determine
the number of the isolator module that, as seen from the
connection A, is upstream of the interruption and the number
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of the isolator module that, in the same sense, is downstream
of' the interruption. The control center displays these isolator
module numbers in a suitable form, i.e. on a display. The
isolator modules are not involved in the identification of an
interruption. Only the isolator modules that are closest to the
interruption open their switch S1 or S2 that is situated on the
interruption side in line with the flowchart in FIG. 3;
however, this does not affect the two stubs that arise as a
result of the interruption and/or the control center and the
continued operation of the system.

In the event of a short circuit, the supply voltage on the
isolator modules breaks down both at the input and at the
output. As a result, the microcontroller, which is now
supplied with its operating voltage autonomously from the
capacitor, prompts the isolator module to put its relays, or,
to be more precise, its switches S1 and S2, into the open
position. This applies to all of the isolator modules. Only the
isolator module 1 then receives its AC supply voltage via the
connection A and closes its switches S1 and S2 in accor-
dance with the program routine in FIG. 3. Next, the isolator
module 2, therefore, likewise receives the AC supply voltage
and closes its switches S1 and S2, etc., up to that isolator
module that is closest to the short circuit location. The
microcontroller of this isolator module, after its switch S2
has closed, establishes that the AC supply voltage breaks
down, and, therefore, immediately opens the switch S2
again and keeps the switch S2 permanently open because the
breakdown in the AC supply voltage in the case of this
sequence of switching operations indicates that the relevant
isolator module is immediately adjacent to the short circuit
location. The switches S1, S2 of the further isolator mod-
ules, which are situated between this isolator module and the
connection A of the control center, remain closed, on the
other hand, because the short circuit did not occur immedi-
ately after their respective relays or switches closed. There-
fore, the stub from the connection A to the last isolator
module upstream of the short circuit location is restored and
all of the connected loudspeakers are operational again.

Next, above-described cycle is repeated starting from the
connection B and the last isolator module, that is to say, the
isolator module 7 in the example in FIG. 1.

However, this last isolator module begins closing its
switches S1 and S2 only with a time delay, which is
proportioned such that, by then, the setup of the longest
possible stub starting from the connection A, that is to say,
up to the isolator module 6 in FIG. 1, is certain to be
complete. This delay time may be three seconds for 60
isolator modules, for example. The reason is that if, in the
example in FIG. 1, the isolator modules 1 and 7 were to
begin to set up their respective stubs simultaneously, then
the situation could arise in which, when the last isolator
module of the first stub closes its switch S2 and, hence,
connects “into” the short circuit, one of the isolator modules
in the second stub simultaneously, likewise, closes its
switches (even if this is not the isolator module that is
immediately adjacent to the short circuit), hence, likewise
intends to connect “into” the short circuit and would, there-
fore, open its switches again and leave them open, even
though this isolator module is not the isolator module that is
closest to the short circuit location. Depending on the
position of the short circuit location in relation to this
erroneously switching isolator module, a large portion of the
ring or of the second stub would then remain permanently
unoperational.

Following the separation of the short circuit and the setup
of the two stubs as far as the short circuit location, the stubs
as seen from the control center behave as in the case of an
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interruption in the ring line. The control center, therefore,
ascertains the numbers of the respective last isolator mod-
ules upstream of the short circuit location during the next
impedance measurement in the same manner as in the case
of an interruption.

If all of the isolator modules are equipped with an LED,
then the microcontroller of the isolator modules that are
respectively adjacent to the short circuit location can actuate
the LEDs of said isolator modules in order to make it easier
to find the physical short circuit location.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method of operating a public address system having
a plurality of loudspeakers, the method comprising:

providing control circuitry;

coupling each of the plurality of loudspeakers to the

control circuitry via a two-wire loop that includes
isolator modules;

determining values of an impedance of the two-wire loop

successively from isolator module to isolator module
by successively connecting each respective isolator
module of the plurality of loudspeakers to the two-wire
loop proceeding from a start to an end of the two-wire
loop while repeating an impedance measurement from
the start of the two-wire loop after each successive
connection;

determining a value of an impedance of the entire two-

wire loop;
storing at least some of the determined values of the
impedance of the two-wire loop successively from
isolator module to isolator module and the determined
value of the impedance of the entire two-wire loop as
target values;
intermittently determining the value of the impedance of
the entire two-wire loop during operation; and

determining if a variance exists between the determined
value of the impedance of the entire two-wire loop
during operation and the stored target values, and,
responsive thereto, generating a fault message includ-
ing a fault location.

2. A method as in claim 1 which includes comparing a
measured impedance value with a corresponding one of the
target values.

3. A method as in claim 1 which includes locating a fault
in the two-wire loop.

4. A method as in claim 3 wherein locating includes
comparing the determined values of the impedance of the
two-wire loop successively from isolator module to isolator
module with the stored target values and displaying the fault
location.

5. A method as in claim 4 which includes storing the target
values in an impedance table.

6. A method as in claim 3 which includes using Fourier
analysis to determine the values of the impedance of the
two-wire loop successively from isolator module to isolator
module, to determine the value of the impedance of the
entire two-wire loop, or to determine the value of the
impedance of the entire two-wire loop during operation.

7. A method as in claim 2 which includes providing
switches between the isolator modules, and opening and
closing the switches to switch the two-wire loop sequen-
tially.

8. An apparatus comprising:

a plurality of loudspeakers,

wherein each of the plurality of loudspeakers is coupled

to control circuitry via a two-wire loop that includes an
isolator module per loudspeaker,
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wherein the control circuitry measures values of an
impedance of the two-wire loop successively from
isolator module to isolator module by successively
connecting each respective isolator module of the plu-
rality of loudspeakers to the two-wire loop proceeding
from a start to an end of the two-wire loop while
repeating an impedance measurement from the start of
the two-wire loop after each successive connection,

wherein the control circuitry measures a value of an
impedance of the entire two-wire loop,

wherein the control circuitry stores at least some of the
measured values of the impedance of the two-wire loop
successively from isolator module to isolator module
and the measured value of the impedance of the entire
two-wire loop as target values,

wherein the control circuitry periodically measures the
value of the impedance of the entire two-wire loop
during operation, and

wherein the control circuitry compares the measured
value of the impedance of the entire two-wire loop
during operation with the stored target values, and, in
a presence of a variance between the measured value of

10
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the impedance of the entire two-wire loop during
operation and the stored target values, generates a fault
message.

9. An apparatus as in claim 8 wherein the control circuitry
stores at least some of the measured values of the impedance
of the two-wire loop successively from isolator module to
isolator module and the measured value of the impedance of
the entire two-wire loop as target values in an impedance
table.

10. An apparatus as in claim 8 which includes a display
coupled to the control circuitry, wherein the control circuitry
presents a fault location on the display.

11. An apparatus as in claim 8 wherein the control
circuitry open circuits switches to isolate each respective
isolator module from one another, and, to locate a short
circuit, sequentially closes the switches.

12. An apparatus as in claim 8 wherein each respective
isolator module includes first and second isolator switches
coupled to the control circuitry.

13. An apparatus as in claim 12 which includes a power
supply that is activated by electrical energy from the two-
wire loop.



